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BOY SCOUT CHAPLAIN’S GUIDE 

Created for Troop 35 January 2006

by Dana S. Hardin, M.D.  

Assistant Scoutmaster

Introduction

The Boy Scouts of America resides on the solid principle of putting God first.  The role of chaplain is very important to your troop.  It is your job to connect your troop through spirituality.  You will use spiritual principles to help your friends become one family.  To do this you will need to help everyone appreciate different religious beliefs, to find the common ground of each religion and to honor the diversity of beliefs in your troop.  There is great strength when people with different religious beliefs recognize the merit of each other’s faith and teachings.  These individual beliefs are parts of a whole, and as chaplain, you will help unify all the spiritual principles of your troop members.  You, as chaplain will guide your troop to be the best they can be for God.  

 This guide was made to help you with this very important job.  It has been a labor of love, and I have infused it with my prayers for each of you and your current and future Troop members. 

 God Bless You

Dana S. Hardin, M.D. 
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Duties of a Troop Chaplain[image: image4.wmf]
1. Weekly troop meetings

Open or close each troop meeting with a prayer.  The prayer can be said by you, or by another boy who you pick.  You need to work with your senior patrol leader to choose the best time for the weekly prayer.

2. Campouts

At each campout, you will need to conduct an “Interfaith Worship” service.  This is a short worship service held on Sunday morning or Saturday evening at the conclusion of the campout.  In this guide you will find the recommended order of the service and some examples.  You will also find a series of inspirational quotes to help you plan your own service.

3. When a troop member or parent is seriously ill.

You need to let your troop know that you want to be notified if anyone is sick enough to need to be in the hospital.  You need to give them either your phone number or your email and ask them or their parents to contact you immediately.  You need to let your troop members know at the next meeting, or sooner, and help organize them in writing cards. Conduct a special prayer for the sick person at the scout meetings and continue to keep in contact with the family to find out how your troop member is doing.  Pray for them.

4. Other important functions.

a. Peacemaker

b. Role model

c. Teacher of religious diversity

Interfaith Worship Service – General Information[image: image5.wmf]
1. Purpose

The founder of scouting, Robert Baden-Powell believed that reverence and duty to God should be very important to Scouts.  He originated the Scout’s Own as “a gathering of Scouts for the worship of God and to promote fuller realization of the Scout Law and Promise.”  He wanted the service to be supplementary to, and not a substitution for regular religious observances. Today, we refer to it as the Interfaith Worship Service.
2. What the service is meant to be.

The service is meant to be an acknowledgement of God and His creation, as well as, acknowledging ourselves as part of God’s creation and plan.  The service should embrace all faiths and promote harmony despite religious diversity.

The service should be boy led and should last no longer than 30 minutes.  The Chaplain’s Aid should recruit boys from the troop to help conduct the service. 

The service is a pause in normal camping to pay reverence to God.
3. What the service is not meant to be.

The service is not meant to replace a church service. 

It is not meant to be used as a time to remind boys of what they are not doing correctly.

4. Typical order of a formal Interfaith service:

a. Call to worship.  (Also called an Invocation). 

b. First prayer ideally asking for scouts to listen and learn.

c.  A reading to set the theme (Use a good quote or scripture).
d. A song

e. A brief talk about the theme or a group game.

f. A song.

g. A final prayer (or a moment of silence) 

h. Dismissal or Benediction.

Themes for Interfaith Worship Service [image: image6.wmf]
These represent a few themes, but there are many things you can choose.  Picking a theme for your service will help you as you pick readings and the central talk or game. 

· Scout Law

· Do your best

· Nature

· The true meaning of success

· Forgiveness

· Patriotism

· Thanks to God 

· Reverence to God

· Love your neighbor

· Peace

· Diversity

· Helping Others

· Perseverance

· Faith
Call to the service (Invocation)  [image: image7.wmf]

The invocation is the “official” opening of your service.  It reminds the troop to be respectful and to open their hearts to receive the message.
These are just a few examples.  Try to think of your own opening.  

 ( We have had a wonderful campout so far.  Now it is time to thank God for our trip.

(  Today we are going to talk about state the theme.  Open your hearts to hear God’s message.  
(  Come, now is the time to worship.  Now is the time to give your heart.  

Come just as you are to worship.

Come just as you are before you God.  Come. 

( Lord, we come to You.  Let our hearts be changed and renewed and flowing from grace we will find in You.  

( A scout is reverent
Quotes Emphasizing Themes [image: image8.wmf]
These quotes are divided according to theme.  They make good first readings. 

( Do your best

Don’t make excuses or alibis – make good.  

   - Elbert Hubbard

The Big Shots are only the little shots who keep shooting.

 - Christopher Morley
Wishful thinking consists of dreaming without doing.  It’s a useless habit.

– Waite.Phillips.
There are two kinds of men who never amount to much – those who will not do what they are told to do and those who will not do anything else.

 - Cyrus H. K. Curtis

Thank God every morning that you have something to do.  Being forced to work and do your best will breed in you Temperance, Self-control, Diligence, Strength of Will, Content and a hundred virtues which the idle will never know.                              - Kinsley
Imagination is a powerful attribute.  It enlarges one’s vision, stretches the mind, challenges the impossible.  Without imagination progress would come to a halt.                       – Einstein

No one should boast of being honest, dependable, courteous and considerate for these are fundamental qualities essential to good character that everyone ought to develop and use.                  – Waite .Phillips.
To operate efficiently we should first visualize, then organize, deputize and supervise.  Many businessmen, otherwise competent, neglect the last requirement.                                                   – Waite .Phillips.
Nothing worthwhile was ever accomplished without the will to start, the enthusiasm to continue and, regardless of temporary obstacles, the persistence to complete.           - Waite Phillips..

(((
( Thankfulness  
Unshared joy is an unlighted candle.
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!  Give thanks to Him, bless his name.

For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His faithfulness to all generations. 

(((
( Forgiveness  
A man can fail many times but he isn’t a failure until he begins to blame someone else.  - Waite Phillips.
No person is either entirely bad or entirely good.  Therefore learn to forgive yourself for error the same as you should forgive others. - Wiate.Phillips
Anger makes you smaller, but forgiveness helps you grow.

Show respect for everyone.  Love your brothers and sisters.
(I Peter 2:17)

Forgiveness heals………condemnation kills.

The best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness.

To an opponent, tolerance

To a friend, understanding

To a child, a good example

To our father, deference

T our mother, conduct that will make proud of you

To yourself, respect

To all men, charity. – Arthur James Balfour
I’ve given God my past failures, my present frustrations and my future fears.  Because it’s my passion to be God’s man… in God’s place…doing God’s work…in Gods way.

A mild answer calms anger but a strong answer stirs it. – Proverbs 15:1




(((
( Faith  
It is the resistance under the wings of an airplane that causes it to rise

Whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy.  For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything. (James 1:2-4)

Faith is the evidence of things not seen.
Faith is part of a two-sided coin.  On the other side is doubt.  Until you question and still believe, you don’t really have faith. -A protestant minister

Those who hold their faith fast are called happy.

(((
( Peace  
If you give somebody a P-I-E-C-E of your mind, you only lose your 

P-E-A-C-E of mind

Don’t put someone in their place, put yourself in their place.

No God…No Peace

Know God…Know Peace

What can you do to promote world peace?  Go home and love your family.

-Mother Theresa

Few will have the greatness to brand history itself, but each of us can work to change a small portion of the world and in the total all of these acts will be written as the history of the world.  Aim for peace.

(((
( Celebrating Diversity

Accepting diversity enables us to see that each of us is needed.  It also enables us to reward ourselves for the strength of others.

We cannot know to do everything on our own.  - Max Dupree

Red and yellow, black and white.  We are precious in His site. 

Herald the day when we can always appreciate each other – Des’ree

When the heart and skill work together, expect a masterpiece – C. Read

You cannot judge a man by the color of his skin or by the clothes he wears.

(((
( Helping Others

The best way to forget your own problem is to help someone else solve theirs.

Unless you choose to do great things with it, it makes no difference how much you are rewarded, or how much power you have.  Oprah Winfrey

The more a man gives away, the more he has.

What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and for the world remains.  Albert Price

The most important thing in any relationship is not what you get, but what you give.  Eleanor Roosevelt

(((
( Kindness to Others

Compassion is the basis of morality. Arthur Schopenhauer

There are two ways of spreading light:  to be the candle or to be the mirror that reflects it.  Edith Wharton
A kind word is like a spring day - Russian prayer.

Until he extends the circle of his compassion to all living things, man will not himself find peace.  Albert Schweitzer
You have not lived a perfect day, even though you have earned your money, unless you have done something for someone who cannot repay you.  Arthur Smltzer
The best place to find a helping hand is at the end of your own arm. 
It is the characteristic of the generous man to ask no favor but to be ready to do kindness to others.

You cannot be kind too soon because you never know how soon it will be too late.  Emerson
Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier.

Mother Teresa

I expect to pass through this world but once.  Any good therefore that I can do, or any kindness I can show to any creature, let me do it now.  Let me not defer it, for I shall not pass this way again.  -.Stephen Grellet

Men are only as great as they are kind.  Hubbard
Be the living expression of God’s kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile.  Mother Teresa

(((
( Perseverance

There is one thing you can do when life hands you a lemon – make lemonade.                                                                   - Murry Banks
It is not impossibility that fill us with despair, but possibilities that we have failed to realize. – Robert Mallet
The road to success is almost always under construction

When the going gets tough, the tough get going!

For every complex and difficult issue, there is always an answer that is simple, easy and wrong. – H.L. Mencken
Ask me how I want to be remembered.  Ask me what I want on written on my tombstone?  “It can be done!” – Delores Huerton
(((
( Nature

For God created the heavens and the earth in his own image.

One must care about a world one will never see.  Bertrand Russel
(((
( The Meaning of True Success 

That some achieve great success is proof to all that others can achieve it as well.   -Abraham Lincoln

Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.   -Winston Churchill

The weak can never forgive.  Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong. 

 -Mahd Hanhit
Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of self-satisfaction in knowing you did your best to become the best you are capable of becoming.  -John Wooden
The greater danger for most of us lies not setting our aim too high and falling short; but in setting our aim too low and achieving our mark.

-Michelangelo

If you want success, you should strike out on new paths, rather than travel the worn paths of accepted success   -John D. Rockefeller
Don’t measure yourself by what you have accomplished, but by what you should have accomplished with your ability. - John Wooden

Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value.  - -Albert Einstein.
Many persons have a wrong idea of what constitutes true happiness.  It is not attained through self-gratification but through yielding to a worthy purpose.  -Helen Keller

The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job at hand and the determination that whatever we win or lose, we have applied the best of ourselves to the task at hand. -Vince Lombardi.

The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary.

-Donald Kendall

Cherish you vision and your dreams as they are the children of your soul; the blueprints of your ultimate achievements.  -Napolean Hill
The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.
-Eleanor Roosevelt.  

No man can become rich without himself enriching others.  

-Andrew Carnegie.

Yesterday’s answer has nothing to do with today’s problems. - Bill Cosby

A successful person is one who can lay a firm foundation with the bricks that others throw at him.  Psalms 125:6

(((
The Central Talk[image: image9.wmf]

Once you pick a central theme for your Interfaith service, think about a story which illustrates the message.  This can be something from your experience, or the experience of others.  You can choose from books and newspapers and from religious writings, like the Bible. Other excellent resources are religious magazines such as Guidepost and the lyrics of modern worship music.  Inspirational stories can be found many places.  You can read something or give a short talk with or without notes.  You may want to involve the troop by asking them questions, or playing a game that exemplifies the theme.  This portion of your service should not last more than 10 minutes.  


I have included a few examples to help you.  My comments to help you think about the theme are written in italics. Jesus spent a lot of time speaking in parables.  These are stories which illustrated his points.  Using stories will help you get the message to your troop members.
( The gift of the Magi
This is the story of the girl with beautiful long hair who cuts off her hair so she can get money to buy a watch chain for her husband.  The husband sells his watch to buy a comb for his wife’s hair.

Although this story seems a bit sad, it demonstrates unselfish love and self sacrifice.  Ask the boys in your troop if they have some good examples of self sacrifice. 

(  The Importance of Love 

If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a clashing symbol.  

And if I have the gift of prophecy and compare all mysteries and all knowledge, if I have faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

If I give away everything I own and if I give my body over so I may boast, but do not have love, I have nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not jealous.  It is not pompous, it is not inflated.  It is not rude.  It does not seek its own interest.  It is not quick tempered.  It does not brood over injury.  It does not rejoice over wrong-doing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails.  If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing.  If tongues, they will cease.  If knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.  For we know only a part and our prophecies are incomplete.
First Corinthians 13

The Bible says that the most important thing we can do is to love one another.  What are some examples of how we can show love to our families and to others?  Ask boys in your troop for some examples.

( Scout Law

Recite the Scout Law verse by verse and give examples from your own experience of what you believe is an example of each.

The scout law encompasses the major beliefs of scouting.  You can read all or part of the law and give examples of each.

( Thankfulness  

God forgive me when I whine

Today, upon a bus, I saw a girl with golden hair.

I envied her, she seemed so gay.

When she rose to leave,

I saw her hobble down the walk. 

She had one leg and used a crutch.

But as she passed she smiled.

Oh God, forgive me when I whine.

I have two legs, the world is mine

I stopped to buy some candy.

The lad who sold it had such charm, 

I talked with him, he seemed so glad,

And as I left he said to me,

“I thank you.  You have been so kind,

It’s nice to talk to folks like you,

You see, he said, “I’m blind”

Oh God forgive e when I whine,

I have two eyes, the world is mine

Later when walking down the street,

I saw a child with eyes of blue.

He stood and watched the others play.

I stopped a moment, and then said, “Why don’t you join the others dear?”

He looked ahead without a word and then I knew he couldn’t hear.

O God, forgive me when I whine.

I have two ears, the world is mine.

With feet to take me where I want to go,

With eyes to see the sunset’s glow

With ears to hear what I would know.

Oh God, forgive me when I whine.

I’m blessed indeed.

The world is mine.

You gave me eyes to see and I see.

But yet I see so little.

You gave me ears to hear, 

And I listen not enough.  

You gave me a mind to think

But so many times I don’t.

You gave me a heart to be filled with love,

Bu so many times it doesn’t show.

Help me lord to use to the fullest,

The things You have given me. 

Thanks for Parents.

Orphans

Orphan is one of those words that sends shudders through our bodes.  Orphans are children without parents.  They are unconnected, alone and at the mercy of society.  Incredible fear must fill them on the inside.  The future might appear as a large black hole. No one calls them home.  No one lists them as part of the family, standing in total solitude can be the most frightening experience imaginable.  So when God wants to ensure we feel connected he used the imagery of being an orphan.  Those in the early Christian church would need the comfort of knowing that they remained close to God.  In the Bible, God is described as a shepherd.  Sheep are never alone.  

( The Golden Rule

Do unto others as you want them to do to you.  

Read the entire golden rule.  Give examples of what you have observed in life that demonstrates this principle.  

( The meaning of true success

Success from wisdom

Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding.

For the gain from wisdom is better than gain from silver, and its profit is better than gold.  Wisdom is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with it.  Long life is in the right hand and in the left hand are riches an honor.  Wisdom has ways of pleasantness and the paths are peace.  The Lord by wisdom found the earth.  By understanding he established the heavens, by His knowledge the deeps broke forth and the clouds drop down the dew.

Keep sound wisdom and discretion; let it not escape from your sight.

* Trusting God/ Faith in God

If you trust in God you will surely walk on your way securely and your foot will not stumble.  If you sit down, you will not be afraid.  When you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.  Do not be afraid of sudden panic, or the ruin at the hands of the wicked if they come.  For the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.  Proverbs 3:12-26

Sometimes I Picture God that Way – Jamie Slocum

His sunburned faced and weathered hands

Stretches out the nets again.

He steps around the twisted lines.

He works them out in his good time.

Sometimes I picture God that way, untangling all the knots I’ve made

Unraveling my line so I might fish again one day.

Sometimes I picture God that way.

Her tender hands turn tangles loose 

From gum in hair and knots in shoes

With a quilter’s eye and a mother’s joy

She frees the little girls and boys

Sometimes I picture God that way, 

Untangling all the mess I’ve made 

Unraveling my darkest night to bring a brand new day.

Sometimes I picture God that way.

The imagery of an old fisherman and a mother reflect the simplicity of God. It shows us that God works with the ordinary to help us.  Can you think of some examples of God’s helping hands in everyday life?

* Nature

Think about the miracle of the seed.  In a seed is found the wondrous mystery of life.  Some seeds become trees, some flowers and some the grain that will become the basis of the food we eat.  It’s all in the seed; life is created out of seed.  Human words only travel their full course when a hearer receives them.  Our words need be heard and become the seed to great change.  Our word should be the fertilizer for good in others.  Any word spoken in kindness carries the word of God, while any word spoken in forgiveness is God’s most powerful word.  While it’s true to say that God’s word is in the Bible, it’s even more true to say that God’s word is in all the loving gestures expressed by human-kind.  

* The Power of Prayer 

What if His People Prayed – Casting Crowns

What if the armies of the Lord

Picked up and dusted off their swords 

Vowed to set their captives free and not let Satan have one more.

What if the church for Heaven’s sake finally stepped up to the plate?
Took a stand upon God’s promise and stormed hell’s rusty gates.

What if His people prayed and those who bear His name would humbly seek his face and turn from their own way.

And what would happen if we prayed for those who raised up to lead the way?  Then maybe kids in school could pray and unborn children see light of day.

What if from the life that we pursue came a hunger for the truth?  What if the family turned to God, stopped asking Oprah what to do?

He said that they would hear his promise has been made.  He’ll answer loud and clear if only we could pray. 

If my people called by My name, if they’ll humble themselves and pray, if my people called by my name what if His people prayed.

He Reigns – Newsboys

It’s the song of the redeemed, rising from the African plain.  It’s the song of the forgiven drowning out the Amazon rain.

The song of Asian believers filled with God’s holy fire.  It’s every tribe, every tongue, every nation a love song born of a grateful choir.

It’s all God’s children singing “Glory, glory, alleluia.  He reigns, He reins.” It’s all Gods children singing: He reigns.”
Let it rise above the four winds caught up in the Heavenly sound.  Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals to the faithful gathered underground.  Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation,

Some were not meant to persist.  Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples, none rings truer than this.  

And all the powers of darkness tremble at what they’ve just heard

Cause all the powers of darkness can’t drown out a single word.  

Take My Life – Jason Ingram

I come to seek the face of the Holy God. That you might make me clean again.  I lift my voice to You, a sacrifice of praise.

I’m not worthy to even speak Your name.

I am not my own, I am not my own.

Take my life , help me to let go and let You make me whole again.  Take my heart, fill it up with You and help me love more like You do.  

You are the potter I am the clay, so mold me. That I make take the form of You.  These hands, these feet this heart, I bring You.  To You my Lord.

* Kindness to Others
At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves learning disabled children, the father of one of the students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who attended. 

After extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he offered a question.

"When not interfered with outside influences, everything nature does is done with perfection. Yet my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children do. He cannot understand things as other children do. Where is the natural order of things in my son?" 

The audience was stilled by the query.

The father continued "I believe, that when a child like Shay comes into the world, an opportunity to realize true human nature presents itself, and it comes in the way other people treat that child." 

Then he told the following story: Shay and his father had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing baseball.

Shay asked, "Do you think they'll let me play?"

Shay's father knew that most of the boys would not want someone like Shay on their team, but the father also understood that if his son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of belonging. Shay's father approached one of the boys on the field and asked if Shay could play. 

The boy looked around for guidance and, getting none, he took matters into his own hands and said, "We're losing by six runs and the game is in the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team and we'll try to put him in to bat in the ninth inning." 

In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's tea m scored a few runs but was still behind by three.

In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the outfield.

Even though no hits came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, grinning from ear to ear as his father waved to him from the stands. 

In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the potential winning run was on base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.

At this juncture, would they let Shay bat and give away their chance to win the game? 

Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat.  Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible because Shay didn't even know how to hold the bat properly, much less connect with the ball.

However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay could at least be able to make contact. 

The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took a few steps forward to toss the ball softly towards Shay.

As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball right back to the pitcher. 

The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shay would have been out and that would have been the end of the game.

Instead, the pitcher took the ball and turned and threw the ball on a high arc to right field, far beyond the reach of the first baseman.

Everyone started yelling, "Shay, run to first!  Run to first!"

Never in his life had Shay ever made it to first base.  He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.

Everyone yelled, "Run to second, run to second!"

By the time Shay rounded first base, the right fielder had the ball.

He could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman for the tag, but he understood the pitcher's intentions and intentionally threw the ball high and far over the third-baseman's head.

Shay ran toward second base as the runners ahead of him deliriously circled the bases toward home.

Shay reached second base, the opposing shortstop ran to him, turned him in the direction of third base, and shouted, "Run to third!"

As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams were screaming, "Shay, run home!"

Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit the "grand slam" and won the game for his team.

"That day," said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, "the boys from both teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into this world."

 So many seemingly trivial interactions between two people present us with a choice: 

Do we pass along a little spark of love and humanity or do we pass up that opportunity, and leave the world a little bit colder in the process?
Prayers[image: image10.wmf]
Here are many prayers.  Good sources include the book of Psalms in the Bible, other religious books and verses from music.  Indian prayers are generally very reverent of nature.  Here are some prayers you can use. 

* Prayers of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving for the Scout Brotherhood

O Lord we give you thanks for the gift of Scouting.  We thank you for the wisdom and foresight of our Chief, whose first camp on Brownsea was the forerunner of our Brotherhood.  We thank You for the enthusiasm and the self-sacrifice of those, his immediate followers, to whom the early guidance of our Movement was entrusted.  Above all, O Lord, we thank You that You have permitted us, Your servants to take our share in the service of the boyhood of our country and for all the inspiration and happiness that Scouting has brought into our own lives.


We ask for Your blessing on our Chief, upon the boys whom we are privileged to lead, and upon the brotherhood of Scouts throughout the world.


May we go forward rededicated to this, Your service, and in humble gratitude.  This, O Lord, we ask of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Brownsea Island, April 1927. 

We thank you today for the adventure of scouting .  For the unselfishness of parents, for the patience of teachers and for the encouragement of friends.

*Thanksgiving for nature
*Camp Wisdom Grace

Thanks and praise

For the days

‘neath the sun

‘neath the stars

‘neath the sky as we go

This we know, wisdom grow.  Amen

*Our Lord and creator, we thank you today for the beauty of our world.  For sunshine and flowers storm-clouds and starry nights.  For the first radiance of dawn and the last glow of sunset..


We thank you for physical joy, for clear water to swim in, for the fresh smell of rain on dry ground for hills to climb and work to do together.  
Make our hearts wide open to these favors and help us to live in thanksgiving to You, our Lord and our Creator. 

*Our Lord and creator.  We thank you today for the beauty of our worlds.  For sunshine and flowers

Storm-cloud and starry nights.

For the first radiance of dawn and the last glow of sunset.

We thank you for physical joy.  

For clear water to swim in,

For the fresh smell of rain on dry ground.

For hills to climb and work to do together. Amen

*General Thanks
*Make our hearts wide open to these gifts and help us to live in thanksgiving to you. 

Our Lord and our creator.  Amen

*
I thank You just for life.

The chance to live, to be alive.

So great Your gift,

If You do nothing give besides,

It is enough.

To breathe Your air,

To walk the woodland sod,

To feel the play of mighty winds,

To look You in the face,

And call You God. Amen 

* For Food

Philmont Grace

For food, for rainment

For life, for opportunity.

For friendship and fellowship, We thank thee O Lord.  Amen
* Ask for Blessings
*An Irish Blessing

May the blessed sunlight shine upon you and warm your heart

Until it glows like a great fire, so that a stranger may come and warm himself at it, and also a friend.
*Bless Nature

Bless the wind upon the plains and send the summer rains

For thirsty grass to drink.  God bless the prairie.

Bless the wolf and buffalo, the dear and the antelope.

Fill my heart with hove.  God bless the prairie.

Bless the stars that shine at night; bless the moon with lasting light

Bless the sun upon my face and lead me place to place.

Which way the Spirit goes, God bless the prairie. Amen 

Dakota Prayer

* Accepting Diversity

*Father we pray for harmony as we seek to preserve in our Scouts the natural spirit of mutual good will; help us to show them a true example.  Grant that the relations between all Scouts may ever be those of hearty cooperation and true affection.  Let no class, race or policy divide us.  Let personal ambition be far from us and may we ever regard it as our chief privilege to serve you in this holy labor.  

*O Lord, grant that we may so carry out in our lives the spirit of the Scout Law that we may teach it to others by living it ourselves.  Grant also, O Lord, that we may understand the true meaning of serving others and humbly follow the greater example of our Lord.  

* For perseverance

*O God help us always to be of good cheer.  Let us not be disheartened by our difficulties.  Let us never doubt Your love or any of Your promises.  Give us grace to be encouragers of others, never discouragers.  Let us not go about with sadness or fear among men, but let us always make life easier, never harder, for those who come within our influence.

Hungry, we come to You for we know You satisfy.  We are empty, but we know your love does not run dry.  So we wait for you.  We are falling on our knees and offering all of ourselves.  You are all we need.
*To you Oh God, we lift up our souls; lift up our spirits to the Lord.  To you we lift up our souls.  Psalm 25

*When pain and sorrow weigh us down, be near to us oh Lord.

Forgive the weakness of our faith, and bear us up within your peaceful word. 

*May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon us and upon all of our work.  May He give light to guide us, courage o support us and love to unite us now and forevermore.  Amen.

*You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst

You shall wander far in safety, though you do not know the way.

You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand

You shall see the face of God and live
Do not be afraid. I go before you always
Come follow me, and I will give you rest.

*I will sing to and worship the king who is worthy. And I will love and adore him and bow down before him.  I will sing to the king who is worthy. 

*Hold us close and let your love surround us.  Bring us near to you .  Draw us to your side.  And as we wait we will rise up like the eagle and soar with you.  Your spirit leads us onward in the power of your love. 

* Faith

*O God, You are my God, and I will ever praise You.  I will seek you in the morning and I will learn to walk in Your ways. And step by step You’ll lead me and I will follow You all of my days.  - Rich Mullins
losing (Benediction) [image: image11.wmf]
May the road rise to meet you. May the wind always be at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face.

The rain fall soft upon your friends,

And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

May we all remain fast and firm in faith, that the glory of glories may rest upon us.  You are gracious, bountiful, merciful and compassionate
Bah’ai

* Rope Circle Closing
Give each boy a piece of rope about 12 inches long.  Tell the boys to tie their ropes together with square knots.  Then, holding the knotted rope, have them form a friendship circle, lean back and let the rope support them.  Then say. “You are now part of a group of close friends, held together by a square knot, the symbol of helping others.  Let’s say our promise together.  
Circle Ten.

*May I go in character and ability as I grow in size.

May I be hones with myself and others in what I do and say.

May I always honor my parents, my elders and my leaders.

May I develop high moral principles and the courage to live by them.

May I strive for faith in body, mind and spirit.

May I always respect the rights of others

May I set a good example so that others may enjoy and profit form my company.
May I set a good example so that others may enjoy and proof tom my company.’
May I give honest effort to my work.

May I learn things that will help me make the better for every living thin in God’ beautiful world.  

For health strength and daily food, we give you thanks O lord.

May the great Scoutmaster of all scouts be with us until we meet again.  

As our campfire fades, we thank You for the joys and blessings of this day.  We lift our minds and hearts to you in gratitude for life, happiness and the Scouting movement.  Lord, protect our camp this night.  May we rise refreshed and ready to serve You.  

Music and Words[image: image12.wmf]
Go make a difference

Refrain:  
Go make a difference, we can make a difference



Go make a difference in the world.



Go make a difference, we can make a difference



Go make a difference in the world.

We are the salt of the earth. Called to let the people see

The love of God in you and me

We are the light of the world. Not to be hidden but be seen

Go make a difference in the world.  Refrain 
We are the hands of God reaching out to those in need

The face of God for all to see.

We are the spirit of hope.  We are the voice of peace

Go make a difference in the world.  Refrain
So let your love shone on.  Let it shine for all to see

Go make a difference in the world.

And the spirit of God ,  will be with us as we go.

Go make a difference in the world.  Refrain
Awesome God

Our God is an awesome God

He reigns from heaven above

With wisdom power and love

Our God is an awesome God.
Lean on Me

Refrain:

Lean on me, when you’re not strong

And I’ll be your friend,

I’ll help you carry on.

Soon it won’t be long 

‘till I’m gong to need somebody to lean on.  

Just call on me brother when you need a hand

We all need somebody to lean on,

You just might have a problem that I’ll understand

We all need somebody to lean on.
Sometime in our life , we all have pain, we all have sorrow,

But when you are wise you know that there’s always tomorrow.

Refrain

If there is a load you cannot bear 

I’ll help you carry

For it won

We will we not tarry.  Refrain.

This is my Father’s World

Refrain:
This is my Father’s world, The birds their carols raise.

The morning light, the lily white,

Declare their Maker’s rise.

This is my father’s world, and to my listing ears

All nature sings and ‘round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is my Father’s world. .I rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas,

 His hand the wonders wrought. Refrain

He shines in all that’s fair;

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass,

He speaks to me every where. 

Trading My Sorrows

I’m trading my sorrows

I’m trading my shame

I’m laying them down for the joy of the Lord.

I’m trading my sickness

I’m trading my pain

I’m laying them down for the joy of the Lord.
Refrain

We say yes, Lord, yes Lord, Yes, yes Lord

Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes, yes Lord

Yes Lord, yes Lord yes, yes, yes Lord.  Amen
I am pressed but not crushed

Persecuted not abandoned

Struck down but not destroyed

 I am blessed beyond the curse

For his promise will endure

That his Joy is gonna’ be my strength.  Refrain

God of Wonders – Mercy Me

Lord of all creation.  Of  water, earth and sky.

The heavens are your tabernacle.  Glory to the Lord on High

Refrain

God of wonders beyond our galaxy.  You are holy, holy.




The universe declares your majesty.  our are holy, holy.




Lord of heaven and earth.  




Lord of heaven and earth.

Early in the morning.  I will celebrate the light

And as I stumble in the darkness, I will call your name by night. Refrain

Morning Has Broken – Cat Stevens

Refrain:

Morning has broken, like the first morning.

Blackbird has spoken, Like the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning,

Praise for them spring fresh from the word.
Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven.

Like the first dew fall, on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden

Sprung in completeness, where His feet pass.  Refrain

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning.

Born of the one light, Eden saw play!  

Praise with elation, Praise every morning..

God’s recreation of the new day! Refrain

In the Light – DC Talk

I keep trying to find a life, on my own apart from you.

I am the king of excuses, I’ve got one for every selfish thing I do.

Tell me what’s going on inside of e?  I despise my own behavior.

This only serves to confirm my suspicion 

That I’m still a man in need of a savior

Refrain

I want to be in the light, as you are in the light




I want to shine like the stars in the heavens




O Lord be my light and be my salvation




‘Cause all I want is to be in the light.




Al I want is to be in the light. 

The disease of self runs through my blood.  It’s a cancer fatal to my soul.

Every attempt on my behalf has failed, to bring this sickness under control.  

Tell me what’s going on inside me?  I despise my own behavior, 

This only serves to confirm my suspicions that I’m still a man in need of a Savior.  Refrain 

On Eagles Wings – Michael Joncus

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,

Who abide in his shadow for life. 

Say to the Lord “my refuge,

My rock in whom I trust.”

Refrain:

And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings.




Bear you on the breath of dawn,




Make you to shine like the sun

And hold you in the palm of his hand. 

The snare of the fowler will never capture You,

And famine will bring you no fear.

Under his wings your refuge 

His faithfulness is your shield.  Refrain
To his angels he’s given a command

To guard you in all of your ways

Upon their hands they will bear you up

Lest you dash your foot against a stone..  Refrain 

All I Want Is You – Michael W. Smith

All I want in this world is fire from above.  All I want is you.

All the journeys I have walked, You have walked them too.

All I want is to be faithful, all I need is You.

All I have is a love that has set my world on fire.

Let it fall, let it burn in me.

Oh to be a friend of God is all that I desire.

All I want is to be faithful, all I want is You.

All I have in this world is fire from above.

All I have in this world is You.

All the journeys I have walked, I know You have walked them too.

All I want is to be faithful, all I want is You.  

Amazing Grace

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost, but now am found

Was blind, but now I see.

T’was grace that taught my heart to fear

And grace my fears relieved

Thru many dangers. Toils and snares
I have already come.

‘Tis grace that got me safe thus far

and grace will lead me home

The Lord has promised good to me

His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures

 When we’ve been there ten thousand years

Bright shining as the sun

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

Than when we first begun. 
ow 

Go Light Your World

There is a candle in every soul, some brightly burning,

Some dark and cold.  There is a spirit who brings a fire,

Ignites a candle and makes his home

Refrain:

So carry your candle.  Run to the darkness,




Seek out the hopeless, confused and torn.




Hold out your candle for all to see it,




Take your candle and go light your world.




Take your candle and go light your world.

Frustrated brother, see how he’s tried to 

Light his own candle some other way.

See now your sister, she’s been robbed and lied to,

Still holds a candle without a flame.  Refrain

We are a family whose hearts are blazing,

So let’s raise our candles and light up the sky.

Praying to our father, in the name of Jesus,

Make us a beacon in darkest time.  Refrain

Michael Row the Boat Ashore

Refrain:                           Michael row the boat ashore.  Alleluia.

Michael row the boat ashore. Alleluia.


Jordan’s River is chilly and cold. Alleluia.

Kills the body but not the soul.  Alleluia.

Jordan’s river is deep and wide alleluia.

Meet my mother on the other side.  Alleluia. Refrain
Gabriel blow the trumpet horn.  Alleluia.

Blow the trumpet loud and long.  Alleluia.

Brother lend a helping hand.  Alleluia

Brother lend a helping hand, Alleluia. Refrain
Michael’s boat a gospel boat.  Alleluia


Michel’s boat’s a gospel boat.  Alleluia.  Refrain



Let there be peace on earth


Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.

With God as our Father, brothers all are we.

Let me walk with my brother, in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth

And let it begin with me.

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies

For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies.

Load of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise.

God Bless America

God bless America, land that I love

Stand beside her, and guide her, through the night with the light from abve.

From the mountains, to the prairies,

To the ocean white with foam.

God bless America, my home sweet home.  God bless America, m home sweet home.  

America the Beautiful

Oh beautiful for spacious skies

For amber waves of grain.

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain.

Refrain

America!  America!

God shed his grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood

 


From sea to shining sea!

Oh beautiful for patriot dream

That sees beyond the years.

Thine alabaster sites gleam

Undimmed by human tears!

Refrain

Sample Interfaith Worship Services
*Patriotism

Introduction – Today we will celebrate our duty to God as exhibited by patriotism.

Reading – Today’s first reading is from the scout handbook.   “A scout is loyal”.  

Song – America the Beautiful

“Oh beautiful for spacious skies for amber waves of grain.  For purple mountains majesty above the fruited plain.  America, America, God shed his grace on thee, and crowned they good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.”

Reading – reflecting duty to God or brotherhood.

Message – You all witnessed the flag burning ceremony.  The American flag is one of the most important symbols of our country.  It represents freedom.  Our country was founded on the desire for freedom of religion.  The original American settlers fought for the right to have their own church.  Many men and women have died so that our country can remain free from oppression. Today, our country recognizes the right of every person to worship in his or her own way.  Religious freedom is a basic human need and reflects God’s desire that his creation has free will.  As scouts, we need to honor our country and treat the flag, a symbol of our country’s freedom, with reverence.  

Moment of Silence – Will each of you bow your head and have a moment of silence or prayer, according to your faith.  

Song – The Star Spangled Banner

“Oh say can you see by the dawn’s early light.  What’s so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming. Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight. O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming.  And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.  Oh say can does that star spangled banner yet wave, for the land of the free and the home of the brave.”
Dismissal- 

*Celebrating the love of Nature

Opening/Call to worship – a quote on nature

Philmont hymn

Dakota Prayer

Story of the Indian boy 

Closing Song- America the Beautiful

Different Faiths - One God.  Teaching Diversity

One major principle of scouting is the belief in a higher power.  We recognize that our lives and all of nature are bigger than ourselves.  We recognize God.  We also recognize that all of us want to make it through life with some degree of success, some sense that we did it right.  We search for what is right.  If others think they know the path to a successful and satisfying life, then it is worth our time to understand their way.  The major world religions have many similarities, yet some major differences.  By understanding these religions we find greater stability in our world, because we all aim to serve God.  

The following pages include brief descriptions of the major world faith systems including: Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.  Included is a brief description of each, its distinguishing characteristics, and what a person can gain from each. It is important to recognize that each of these systems has sects(smaller groups) with differing beliefs. The description given here focuses on the heart of that system. Other major religions, such as could be discussed, but for brevity, we have chosen these few religions.
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Overall Beliefs

Hinduism is the major religion of India.  It has no founder.  Hinduism includes many ancient religious beliefs and customs.  There is no single book; however, the sacred books contain stories, hymns, prayers, and poems.  Most Hindus worship one Being of ultimate oneness (Brahman) through infinite representations of gods and goddesses, over 300,000 of them. These various manifestations of gods and goddesses become incarnate within idols, temples, gurus, rivers, animals, etc. Hindus worship many gods and goddesses.  They are all different forms of one supreme God.  One god, Krishna, is much loved because of his tricks and teasing.  As a young man, he once took the clothes of some beautiful girls.  He put them u a tree, and made the girls come and get them back.  Hindus say the story means we must come to God if we are naked and not hide things from him.  

Karma and Reincarnation

.Hindus see their position in this present life as based on their actions in a previous life. If their behavior before was evil, they might experience tremendous hardships in this life. A Hindu's goal is to become free from the law of karma...to be free from continuous reincarnations, so they can become one with God. 

There are three possible ways to end this cycle of karma: 1. Be lovingly devoted to any of the Hindu gods or goddesses; 2. Grow in knowledge through meditation of Brahman (oneness)...to realize that circumstances in life are not real, that selfhood is an illusion and only Brahman is real; 3. Be dedicated to various religious ceremonies and rites. 

In Hinduism, a person has the freedom to choose how to work toward spiritual perfection. Hinduism also has a possible explanation for the suffering and evil in the world. According to Hinduism, the suffering anyone experiences, whether it is sickness or starvation or a disaster, is due that person because of their own evil actions, usually from a previous lifetime. Only the soul matters which will one day be free of the cycle of rebirths and be at rest.

Hindus try to live as good a life as possible and believe they live life well they will be reborn into a better life.  This is called reincarnation.

Signs and Symbols of Hinduism

 
The most famous Hindu symbol is Aum, or “Om”.  It means “everything” – past, present, and future.  Other symbols include animals associated with gods and goddesses, such as the bull Nandi with Shiva.  In India, cows are sacred and are treated with great respect.  Hindus are mainly vegetarian and do not eat beef.  

Shrines

Everywhere in India, in cities, in villages, and by the roadside, there are shrines.  There are many temples, too, but the main religious life of Hindus is in the home.  In Hindu communities in other countries, the mandir, or temple, is often a place for meeting as well as a house of worship


Hinudus also worship at home.  Each home has a shrine  for daily worship.  The daily worship is called puja.  As part of daily worship they sing a prayer and say the holy names of God.  The home shrine often has a statue of Krishna and a small statue of Ganesh for good luck.  Incense is placed in front of the shrine and also a bowl of water, a bell and a flower.  Many Hindus also put an Aum symbol, a mandala for meditation, prayer beads and food to be shared.  All these items are to show that everything is offered to God.

Pilgrimage
Many places in India are famous because they are connected with the lives of the Hindu gods.  Most Hindus make a pilgrimage to a holy place some time in their lives.  Once of the best known holy places in Benares.  Here they bathe in the holy waters of the Ganges River and say prayers.  Hindus believe that pilgrimages are their religious duty done to deepen their faith.  At pilgrimage sites, we often meet gurus.  These holy men are Hindu priests or teachers.  They carry out religious duties, chanting the prayers and scriptures.
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Buddhism

Buddhists do not worship any gods or God. People outside of Buddhism often think that Buddhists worship the Buddha. However, the Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama) never claimed to be divine, but rather he is viewed by Buddhists as having attained what they are also striving to attain, which is spiritual enlightenment and, with it, freedom from the continuous cycle of life and death. 

Most Buddhists believe a person has countless rebirths, which inevitably include suffering. A Buddhist seeks to end these rebirths. Buddhists believe it is a person's cravings, aversion and delusion that cause these rebirths. Therefore, the goal of a Buddhist is to purify one's heart and to let go of all yearnings toward sensual desires and the attachment to oneself. 

Buddhists follow a list of religious principles and very dedicated meditation. When a Buddhist meditates it is not the same as praying or focusing on a god, it is more of a self-discipline. Through practiced meditation a person may reach Nirvana -- "the blowing out" of the flame of desire.

Buddhism is a quest at being free from desire   Buddhism provides something that is true of most world religions: disciplines, values and directives that a person may want to live by.
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Islam

Overall Beliefs

People who believe in Islam are called Muslims.  Muslims believe there is the one almighty God, named Allah, who is infinitely superior to and transcendent from humankind. Allah is viewed as the creator of the universe and the source of all good and all evil. Everything that happens is Allah's will. He is a powerful and strict judge, who will be merciful toward followers depending on the sufficiency of their life's good works and religious devotion. A follower's relationship with Allah is as a servant to Allah. 

To be a Muslim, one has to follow five religious duties: 1. Repeat a creed about Allah and Muhammad; 2. Recite certain prayers in Arabic five times a day; 3. Give to the needy; 4. One month each year, fast from food, drink, sex and smoking from sunrise to sunset; 5. Pilgrimage once in one's lifetime to worship at a shrine in Mecca. At death -- based on one's faithfulness to these duties -- a Muslim hopes to enter Paradise, a place of sensual pleasure. If not, they will be eternally punished in hell.

Under Islam, the individual follows religious laws for the sake of paradise after death.

For many people, Islam matches their expectations about religion and deity. Islam teaches that there is one supreme God, who is worshiped through good deeds and disciplined religious rituals. After death a person is rewarded or punished according to their religious devotion.

Muslims believe that Allah sent prophets, including Moses and Jesus, to teach us about Allah’s laws.  The last and most important of these was the Prophet Mohammad.

Muhammad’s vision

Muhammad lived about 1,400 years ago in the city of Makkah (also written a Mecca) in Arabic.  He was troubled by the dishonesty and poverty around his home,.  One day he saw an angel holding a cloth with words on it.  Muhammad could not read, but the angel helped him recite the words.  The message on the cloth told of the power of Allah, and how Allah should be worshiped.  Muhammad retuned to Makkah and began to preach to the people about his wonderful vision,

The Qur’an (Koran)

Islams believe that the Qur’an (also written as Koran) contains the words of Allah, which the angel revealed to Muhammad.  Muhammad learned the words by heart, and friends wrote them down for him.  The words are in Arabic, and they try to learn them.  Muslims treat copies of the Qur’an with respect.

Hajj (Pilgrimage)

The hajj is a pilgrimage to Makkah, or holiest city, made at a special time of year.  All Muslims should make the journey at lest once in their lives.  Everyone wars simple clothes.  The men wear a white robe, called ihram, so they all look equal to one another.  Many men cover their heads, and all the women and girls wear veils.  When they reach Makkah, the pilgrims worship at several sites, including the Ka’ba.

Our Duties

Muslims are all expected to give some of their money to charity.  It may go to build a hospital, or help the poor and needy.  This giving of alms is called zakat, an offering to Allah.  It is one of the five main duties in life, which Muslims must practice. These are the Five Pillars of Islam.  The other four are shahada (declaring faith in Allah), salat (praying everyday), sawm (fasting during Ramadan), and hajj (going on a pilgrimage).

The Call to Prayer

Muslims say prayers five times a day – once in the morning before sunrise, three times during the day, and once at night.  On Friday, they to to the mosque (their place of worship) to pray.  A man called the muezzin calls them to prayer from a minaret . 

Judaism
Overall Belief
The Jewish faith began more than 4,000 years ago in the Middle East.  At this time, people worshiped many different gods.  But a man named Abraham believed that there was only one God, He spoke to God and made a covenant, or bargain, with God.  Abraham and his family promised to worship and obey God.  In turn, God [promised to make them the Chosen People.  God guided Abraham’s descendents to a new land called Canaan, where they grew into a great nation-the Jewish people.

The Torah

The story of how the Jewish faith began is told in the Torah.  The Torah includes the first five books of the Hebrew Bible.  There is a copy of the Torah in every Jewish synagogue (meeting place).  The words are written by hand, from right to left, in a language called Hebrew.  Part of the Torah is read part of it at every Jewish worship service.  The beginning of the Torah is read at the festival of Simchat and section is read each Sabbath.  By the end of the year, the entire Torah is read and the readings begin again at Simchat. 

The Torah tells how a Jew named Moses led his people from slavery in Egypt.  On the way, God called Moses to the top of a mountain.  There, God gave Moses a set of laws for the Jewish people to live by.  These laws, called the Then Commandments, are part of the Torah and are also part of the Christian faith.  

Prayers and worship.

Jews worship and pray at the Western Wall in Jerusalem.  This was once part of a great temple.  Jerusalem had become the capital city of Israel, with many buildings.  Then, about 2,000 years ago, the Romans conquered the land.  The Jews rebelled against the invaders, but were defeated.  The Romans destroyed the Temple, and only the Western Wall was left standing. Many Jews perform a simple act of worship every time they go through a doorway into their house.  They reach up and touch the mezuzah.  This is a small box fixed to the doorpost.  Inside it is a tiny scroll with the words if a special prayer and passages from the Torah.  Some kiss the mezuzahl and some simply kiss their fingers instead
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Christianity

Overall beliefs

Christians believe in one God who has revealed himself as Jesus Christ and can be personally known in this life. A person's focus is not on religious rituals or performing good works, but on enjoying a relationship with God and growing to know him better.

The Christian faith is one of belief in Jesus Christ as part of the trinity, as the son of God, and belief in his teachings.  In his life on Earth, Jesus performed miracles, forgave people of their sins and said that anyone who believed in him would have eternal life. He made statements like, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."1 

Christians regard the Bible as God's written message to humankind. In addition to being a historical record of Jesus' life and miracles, the Bible reveals God's personality, his love and truth, and how to have a relationship with him.

We are Christians because we follow the teaching of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was a Jew, born about 2,000 years ago in the part of the Middle East now called Israel.  We believe that Jesus was the Son of God, who came to live on earth.  He told people that God had created the world to show God’s power and love for them.  We believe that Jesus lives today.

The Sermon on the Mount

For three years, Jesus traveled about, teaching people to love God and obey God’s laws.  A band of twelve close followers, called disciples, went with him.  Huge crowds gathered to listen to Jesus.  One day, there were so many people that he climbed onto a hill, or mount, to speak to them.  Jesus said that God blessed anyone who was meek, gentle, and merciful.  “Love your enemies”, he said, “and do good to those who hate you.”

Death and New Life
Many people loved Jesus, but others mistrusted him.  The Roman rulers thought he was plotting a rebellion.  Religious leaders though he was breaking Jewish laws.  The Romans arrested him and put him on trial.  Jesus was sentenced to death by being crucified ( nailed to a wooden cross).  His dead body was placed in a cave, with a big stone blocking the entrance.  Three days later, some woman saw that the stone was tolled away, and the Jesus’ body was gone.  An angel appeared and told them that Jesus was alive.  Soon, more of his followers saw him.  They believed that he was raised from the dead by the power of God.  This is called Jesus’ Resurrection.

The Trinity

Christians believe in one God, like the Jews.  But we say that God comes to us as three “persons” – God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit.  These are called the Holy Trinity (three parts).  This painting shows God the Father as a cloud high in the heavens, and the Holy Spirit as a dove.  God the Son is a baby, being held in the arms of Mary, his mother.  Some Christians, such as Roman Catholics, are deeply devoted to Mary because she was the Mother of God.

The Cross

A cross is the symbol of the Christian faith, reminding us that Jesus died for our sake.  Many of us like to wear a cross on a neck chain.  This painted cross to hang on a wall comes from a Greek Orthodox church.  A cross may show a fish, which is also a symbol of Christianity:  one story tells how Jesus fed 5,000 people with just two fish and five loaves of bread.

The Bible[image: image13.wmf]
The first part of the Bible is the Old Testament.  Its books are the writings of the Hebrew prophets.  It is shared by Christians and Jews.  The New Testament contains Jesus’ teachings, given in the Gospels.  These are the writings of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  They are sometimes called the Evangelists, which means “announcers of good news.””

Is there a difference?

In looking at these major belief systems and their views of God, we find tremendous diversity:

· Hindus believe in one God who can take on 300,000 gods.

· Buddhists say there is no deity.

· New Age followers believe they can become, and are God. 

· Muslims believe in a powerful but unknowable God. 

· Christians believe in one God who revealed himself in Jesus Christ. 

The world's major religions (Hinduism, New Age, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity) are each quite unique, and equally valuable.  They all stress kindness to others and a belief in one’s inner goodness.

The Ten Commandments [image: image14.wmf]
1. Worship no god but Me.

2. Do not make idols to worship.

3. Do not use the name of God for evil things.

4. Keep the Sabbath day holy.

5. Respect your father and mother.

6. Do not murder.

7. Do not go with another man’s wife.

8. Do not steal.

9. Do not accuse anyone falsely.

   10. Do not envy what other people have. 
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